AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




GOOD FORTUNE 
BRINGS PROSPERITY TO 
THE kurus; 


1 /i dura 
this is 

INDEED 
GOOD LUCK 


Mahabfarafa -13 

The Pandavas recalled to Hastinapura 


THENjO MONARCH, THE NEWS 
THAT PRAUPADI WAS WEDDED 
TO THE PANDAVAS WAS CARRIED 
TO THE KINGS BY THEIR 
LOYAL SPIES. 


"WHEN I/IPOPA LEARNT THAT TAP PANDAVAS 
HAP WON DRAUPAP/ 4 NS WENT TO DAP! TARA- 
SNTRA AND ANNOUNCED IN AU 109: 


" TU£ BLIND KING MISUNDERSTOOD AND 
THOUGHT THAT MS ELDEST SON 
DURYODHANA, WAS CHOSEN SYPRAUPADI . 
IMMENSELY PLEASED,NS SAID: 


THEY WHO HAP HEARD OF 
THE DEATH OF HUNT! AND 
HER SONS IN THE HOUSE 
OF LACQUER NOW CONSIDERED 
THEM AS BORN ANEW. 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



THOSE CHILDREN ARE 
AS PEAR TO ME AS TO 
RAN DU , WAV, MORE? THEY 
HAVE ACQUIRED MANY 1 
FRIENDS AMP I 

v STRONG ALLIES. SJ 


WHICH KINS 
WOULD NOT REJOICE 
AT GETTING 
DRUPAPA WITH HIS 
KINSMEN AS AN 
. ALLY? J 


AND THE KING ORDERED THAT 
AMPLE ORNAMENTS BE MADE 
FOR PRAUPADI AND THAT SHE BE 
CEREMONIALLY BROUGHT OVBR 
BY DURVOPHANA- 

m 


IT WAS THEN THAT V/PURA 
EXPLAINED HOW THE PANDAVAS 
WERE THE CHOSEN ONES AND HOW 
THEY WERE BEING FELICITATED 
BY DRUPAPA AND THE MANY 
POWERFUL KINSMEN WHO HAD 
GATHERED FOR THE -SWAVAMVAP.A. 


NfcW- 


THEN DHRfTftRASHTRft 


■5 ft ID • 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



VES, WITHOUT HIM, AROUNA 
WILL NOT MEASURE UP EVEN 
TO A FOURTH OF KARNA IN 
COMBAT. ARJUNA IS INVINCIBLE 
VONLH WITH THE SUPPORT 
-X. OF BHEEMA. A 


OR LET BHEEMA BE 
KILLED SECRETL4. WITHOUT 
HIM - THE STRONGEST OF 
THE PANDAVAS — THEV WILL 
NOT ATTEMPT TO REGAIN 
THE DOMINION. y 


OR LET OUR SPIES ' 
INDUCE THE PANDAVAS 
TO STAV ON IN THE LAND 
OF THE PANCHALAS BV 
DETAILING THE PERILS / 
OF STAVING . J 

^ HERE . •. 


OR WITH AMPLE WEALTH, ' 

LET US LURE DRUPADA,HIS SON 
AND HIS MINISTERS AWAV FROM 
V VUDHISHTHIRA. / 


r ••■OR TURN ^ 

DRAUPADI AGAINST 
THEM BV ENTICING THEM 
WITH BEAUTIFUL 
fc. WOMEN. ^ 


TIME IS RUNNING 
OUT. WE MUST STRIKE 
BEFORE THEIR FAITH IN 
DRUPADA BECOMES FIRM 
AFTERWARDS IT WILL 
V BE IMPOSSIBLE. ^ 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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... LET US SEEX THE 
ADVICE OF BHEESHMA AND 
DRONA AND VIDURA AND 
THEN DO IWHAT WOULD 
BE GOOD FOR US IN THE 
V FUTURE. y 


3EE 


THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 
iW 


THEN.O MONARCH, 
DHRITARASHTRA SUMMONED 
ALL THOSE RENOWNED 
MINISTERS AND SOUGHT 
THEIR COUNSEL. 


‘'/it 

Pa 



I DO NOT LIKE ANW 
COLLISION WITH THE 
PANDAVAS. PANPU WAS TO 
ME AS HOU ARE.SOARE 
THE SONS OF KUNTI AND 
GANDHARI TOME. 


LET HALF THE KINGDOM 
BE GIVEN TO THEM . IT IS. 


INDEED, THE INHERITANCE f 1 Wi] 
OF THOSE NOBLE KURU k 
SCIONS. / 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



•••THEIR RIGHTS TAKE PRIOR¬ 
ITY OVER YOURS. THEY ARE 
VIRTUOUS AND UNITED. 
WRONGLY ARE THEY BEING 
DEPRIVED OF THEIR SHARE 
OF THE KINGDOM. ^ 


0 DURYODHANA, 

THE PANPAVAS PERCEIVE 
THIS KINGDOM TO BE THEIR 
INHERITANCE, AS MUCH AS 
40U PERCEIVE IT TO BE 
\ HOURS.AND AS I SEE > 
IT--- / 



AND AS LONG AS 
THEY LIVE, EVEN (NORA 
WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO KEEP THEIR 
INHERITANCE FROM 
V. THEM. 






O DURVOPHANA,PRESERVE 
YOUR GOOD NAME WHICH IS 
A MAN'S PRIME SOURCE OF 
STRENGTH. IT IS SAID THAT 
LIFE IS FUTILE FOR ONE 
WITH A LOST REPUTATION. 


NO MAN DIES AS LONG 
AS HIS FAME LASTS. A 
LJ MAN LOSES HIS LIFE 
~~\ WITH HIS REPUTATION. 
AS IT WERE . 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



I CONCUR WITH 8HEESHMA . 
LET THE SONS OF RUNTI BE 
SIVEN AN EQUAL DIVISION. 
THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH TRAPITIONAL MORALITY. 


AFTER BHEGSHMf), PRONft SR 10 


O KINS, IT IS ENJOINED 
THAT THOSE SUM MON EP 
FOR APVICE SHOULD 
SPEAR WHAT IS RIGHT, 
USEFUL ANP FRUITFUL. 


0 DURYODHANA, YOU ARE ALREADY 
BLAMED, MUCH MORE THAN 
PUROCHANA, FOR THE CALAMITY 
IN THE HOUSE OF LACQUER, 

FORTUNATELY THE reappearance 

OF THE PANPAVAS, ALIVE, CLEANSES 
YOUR REPUTATION. 


SEND A COURTEOUS MESSENGER 
TO PRUPADA WITH 1 PRECIOUS GIFTS 
FOR THE PANPAVAS AMP THEIR 
BRIDE, HE MUST AVER HOW 
ELATED YOU ARE AT THIS ALLIANCE 
WITH DRUPAIW AND HIS -SON), ANP 
HOW YOU REJOICE AT THE / 

TURN OF EVENTS. A 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



LET THE MESSENGER THEN SPEAK 
OF THE RETURN OF THE PANPAVAS- 
ANP WHEN THEN COME HERE HOU 
MUST WELCOME THEM, ANP INSTALL 
THEM ON THEIR ANCESTRAL THRONE < 
IN KEEPING WITH THE WISHES OF^ 
^_ jv . THE PEOPLE . H 


THIS, J BELIEVE SHOULD 
BE HOUR ATTITUPE JO 
HOUR CHILDREN AND TO 
THE PANPAVAS. 


“ THEN KERNE Sfl/P: 


o king,hou have always 

HONOUREP BHEESHMA AND 
PRONA WITH RESPECT ANP 
WITH GIFTS, AND HOU LOOK 
UP TO THEM AS HOUR 
TRUSTED COUNSELLORS. 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



WHAT BHEESHMA HAS SAID REGARDING THE 
INVINCIBILITY OF THE PANDAVAS TOO IS TRUE.CAN 
ARJUNA BE DEFEATED BY INDRA HIMSELF? CAW 
BHEEMA BE DEFEATED EVEN BY THE 
, IMMORTALS? AND HOW CAN YUDHISHTHtRA, 
\ IN WHOM ENDURANCE, CHARITy, PATIENCE, / 
X HONESTY AND VALOUR DWELL, BE X 
OVERCOME IN BATTLER 


r THOSE WHO WOULD ^ 

EXPOSE YOUR LATENT PARTIALITY 
IF ANY, FOR YOUR CHILDREN, DO YOU 
NO GOOD. THOSE WHOSE ADVICE IS 
MALICIOUS TO THE PANDAVAS ARE 
NOT YOUR WELL-WISHERS. INDEED 
THE PANDAVAS ARE AS MUCH 
L YOUR SONS AS PURYODHANA . 
■fe*. AMD HIS BROTHERS. X 


THEN V/DUfifl SPOKE: 




I CANNOT THINK,0 KINS, 

OF ANYONE WHO IS A BETTER 
FRIEND TO YOU THAN EITHER 
BHEESHMA OR DRONA.OR ONE WHO 
IS WISER. IN TRUTH, THEY ARE EQUAL 
TO RAMA,THE SON OF PASHARATHA. 


386 

















































































































THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



WASH AWAV 

¥ THE STAIN BROUGHT \ 
ON 40U 64 PUROCH ANA'S 
PEED O KINO, WHO BUT ONE 
CURSED BV THE GODS WILL 
CHOOSE DISCORD WHEN l 
, ACCORD CAN ACHIEVE ^ 
X HiS GOAL ? 


W THE MIGHTS 
* LEGION OF THE VADAVAS ^ 
IS THERE WHERE KRISHNA 
IS AND VICTORS IS WHERE 
KRISHNA IS. AWARE OF THIS; 
AS WELL AS OF THEIR 
SUPERIOR CLAIM OF 
INHERITANCE TO THE J 
KINGDOM, BEHAVE M 

\ DECENT Ui WITH 
\ THE PANDAVAS. 


THEN WHO HAVE BALARAMA ^ 
ON THEIR SIDE, KRISHNA AS THEIR 
COUNSELLOR, DRUPADA AS FATHER- 
IN-LAW AND DHRISHTAD4UMNA AS 
BROTHER-IN-LAW APE INDEED INVINCIBLE 
WE HAD OUR CLASH WITH DRUPADA 
EARLIER. HIS ALLIANCE NOW WILL j 
W BE TO OUR ADVANTAGE. ^ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




/ THESE OMEKIS N 
PORTEND THAT HOUR 

eldest son shall 

BE THE RUIN OF v 
HOUR RACE AND/r: 
V THIS LAND.tflgP 


f DURHOPHANA „ KARNA ANP ' 

SHAKUNI ARE VOLINS MISCHIEVOUS 
MISCREANTS. DO NOT LISTEN TO 
THEM. I HAD TOLD VOU LONG 
. AGO THAT THE SINS OF ; 
\ DURVODHANA WILL DRAG / 

V THE PEOPLE TO RUIN. ^ 


ALL DUE HONOURS 


GO THEREFORE, 

O VIDURA, ANP BRING 
THE PANDAVAS AND 
THEIR MOTHER ANP 
DRAUPADI HEREWITH 


THEN AS COMMANDED, 

O MONARCH, VIDURA 
WENT TO PRUPAPA AND 
THE PANPAVAS CARRVINQ 
WITH HIM GREAT WEALTH 
FOR THEM AND FOR 


TH£N DHRtTRRASHrRR SRiD. 


THE WISE BHEESHMA, \ 

RISHI DRONA ANP VOU 
SPEAK THE TRUTH AND 
SPEAK FOR MV GOOD. THE 
VALOROUS SONS OF PAN DU 
ARE MORALLV MINE ALSO. 
ANP SO ARE THEV ENTITLED 
TO THIS KINGDOM- / 

JUST AS MV SONS ARE. / 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



" HE THEN FORMPUY GAVE THE PPNDAl/PS AND HUNT/ AND 
DRAUPADf AND DROP AD A AND M/$ &ONS,TNE WEALTH THE 
HRURAVAS HAD SENT THROUGH R/M- 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


' T#£A/ M€ Sfitp TO PRttMM ; 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



/ AFTER YOU sj 

ISSUE THE INSTRUCTION^ 
I SHALL SEND A SPEEDY 
MESSENGER TO DHRITA- 
PASHTRA TO ANNOUNCE 
THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
RANDAVAS WITH KUNTI A 
V AND KRISHNAA* /%\ 


f o WISE WOURA, THIS H 

alliance gives iv^too, ^ 

GREAT JOY. IT IS ONLY 
PROPER THAT THESE HEROES 
RETURN TO THEIR CITY. 
HOWEVER, IT IS NOT , 

PROPER FOR ME TO / 
V SUGGEST IT. S 


IF THESE VALIANT SONS OF ^ 

KUNTI AND THEIR CONSTANT WELL- 
WISHERS— BALARAMA AMD KRISHNA 
WOULD HAVE IT SO, THEN LET 
THEM PROCEED. 


THEN PRUPAPE SAID 

.. II 11 


El 


rzf. 


♦ DRAUPADI 


391 




















































































































































AMARCHITRA KATHA 



392 


























































































































































































THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



THIS IS THE RESTORA- 'V' IT IS AS IF 
TION OF HUDHISHTHlRA \ PAN DU HIMSELF 
WHO WITH UNERRINQ JUSTICE I HAS RETURNED 
TAKES CARE OF US AS IF / FROM THE FOREST 

we weRE his kin ! A for our 

GENERAL i 

—z lr ii -weal; y- 


SURROUNDED BV THEM, THE PANDAVAS MADE THEIR ENTR9 INTO 
THE C/r<V Of HASTtNAPURA, WHICH WAS LIGHTED UPAS IT WERE 89 
EXCITEMENT. THE CITIZENS UTTERED EXCLAMATIONS LOUP ENOUGH 
TO GLADDEN THEIR HEARTS; j-- — — -yj- 


* 


THE RETURN 
OF THE VALIANT 
SONS OF KUNTI 
HAS FULFILLED 
OUR WISHES! 


' IF WE HAVE 
BEEN SCRUPULOUS 
IN OUR CHARITH, 
FAITH AND RITUALS* 
LET THE PANDAVAS 
LIVE FOR A HUNDRED 
. HEARS WITH US! 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


THEN THE PANPAVAS MADE THE//? WAV 70 
PHP/TAPASHTPA Afi/p BHEESHMA AND PAID 
OBG/SANCE 70 THEM. 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 




" AND me C/TV WAT WAS BUILT t HAP SKW-WGH WALLS AND WAS 
SURROUNDED 89 A MOAT. THE CITR-GATES WERE LIES THE 
OUTSPREAD W/NGS OF garuda . THERE were armed guards 
ON THE TURRETS AND WARRIORS ALL ALONG THE WALL. SHARP 
HOOKS NEAt/9 BARBED PILLARS, LARGE IRON WHEELS AND 
OTHER MACHINES WERE THERE OH THE RAMPARTS, TO MAKE 
THE C!T9 IMPREGNABLE. i ’VK - i 




■ then arrived at rhandava- 


" THEN THOSE HEROES, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF 
M9 GURU VEDA VIASA, HAD A PLOT MEASURED 
AND CONSECRATED FOR BUILDING A C!T9. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



*' THE STREETS OF THE C/TV WERE WIDE AND SAFE. /T WAS A 
CfTV OF GARDENS AND ORCHARDS AND PLEASURE-HOUSES 
AND MAN-MADE H/LLSj LARES AND PONDS W/TH LOTUSES 
AND L/L/ES AND SWANS AND DUCRS. AND THE HEAVENLY 
CtTH CAME TO BE CALLED /NDRAPRASTHA. 




AND THERE CAME TO STM IN THAT 
CITV LEARNED BRAHMA NAS AND 
MERCHANTS AND ARTISANS. AND THE 
PROSPERITY OF THE PANDAVAS 
LIVING IN THAT CITY PEOPLED BY 
GOOD MEN, 0 MONARCH, INCREASED 
DM BV DM. 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



O SAGE, WHAT DIP THE 
PANDAVAS DO AFTER ACQUIRING 
INDRAPRASTHA ? HOW DID THEU 
FIVE OF THEN! WITH ONE WIFE, 
LIVE WITHOUT ANH DISCORD? 


THE<V LIVED H4PPILV, 

O MONARCH. HUDHISHTHIRA 
RULED OVER THE KINGDOM 
WITH THE HELP OF HIS 
BROTHERS. 


■' TNi &V ONE PAT /T SO HAPPENED THAT THE SAGE 
NARAPA ENTERED THE COURT OF THE PANPAVAS. 


VOPH/SHTH/RA SENT WORD TO PRAuRADI. 


THE VIRTUOUS PRINCESS THEN CAME 
AND--. \ -— 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



' THEREFORE , IN My 
AFFECTION, I TELL 
HOU TO PE VISE SOME 
OR PER LEST VOU SHOULD 
QUARREL AMONG yOUR- 
v SELVES OVER 
IPv DRAUPAPI. 


f IN DAYS GONE BY THERE WERE TWO ASGRA 
BROTHERS, SUNDA ANP UPASUNDA, WHO WERE 
LIRE TWO BEINGS WITH ONE SOUL. EATING , 

V PRINKING, SLEEPING, LIVING AND RULING 
\ OVER THE LAND, THEy WERE ALWAVS . 
^7/V TOGETHER. 


1 WHBN Wav iA/BRB RIONS, 
THG. RtSHi SAfD TO THB 
PAAJDAVAS • 1- KB --T51 


AND VET 
THEY KILLED 
EACH OTHER FOR 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



' O PANDAVAS, IN x 
OUR LAND, SOME 
WICKED WRETCHES ARE 
STEALING OUR 
CATTLE-WEALTH . GO 
AFTER THEM, / 


r? . _ 


THE AFFECTIONATE BROTHERS 
THEN LAID DOWN A RULE 
IN THE RISHFS PRESENCE. 

THE RULE WAS THAT WHEN 
ONE OF THEM WAS WITH 
DRAUPADI SHOULD AKIN OF THE 
OTHER FOUR SEE THEM, HE 
MUST RETIRE TO THE FOREST 
FOR TWELVE YEARS AND LIVE 
IN CELIBACY. 


DAYS AFTERWARDS, O MONARCH SOME THIEVES 
DROVE AW Ay THE COWS OF A BRAHMAN A. 


THE BRAHMANS, BESIDE HIMSELF WITH 
ANGER, HASTENED TO THE PALACE OF THE 
PANDAVAS AND RAISED AN ALARM. HE 
SAID: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" ARJLMA HBARP TAB tt/ORPS OF TAB 
WBBP/NG BRAHMANA ANP SA/P : 


BUT, O MONARCH, YU PH (5HTH IRA 
ANP DRAUPADI WERE TOGETHER 
WHERE THE WEAPONS OF THE 
PANPAVAS WERE ANP THERE¬ 
FORE ARJUNA COULP NOT GO 
IN. NOP COULD HE GO OUT 
UNARMED. 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



if l GO IN, PISRE QARD- 
fN6 THE KING, EXILE 
IN THE WOODS WILL 
BE MY LOT. 


"WHILE THE BRRHMRNA'S IRMENTRT/OM TURNER MORE 
INSISTENT* ARJUNR THOUGHT /H P/RE SORROW: 


NOT 


60 


DO 


TH/S 


TO 


THE 


AID 


OF 


brawmana,the king 

IfttLL BE TAINTED BV 
THE SIN OF OMISSION 
AND ALL WILL ACCUSE 
US OF INDIFFERENCE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



/ WE SHALL GO ^ 
TOGETHER AND I 
SHALL HAVE YOUR 
WEALTH RELEASED 
FROM THE CLUTCHES 
OF THE THIEVES. , 


4VE/V7 AFTER THE TH/EVES 


' ANP ARJUNA MOUNTING THE CHARIOT 
IN/TH ITS FLAG ALOFT... i- 


HE CHEERFULLY TOLP THE BRAHMAN A 


' LET US 
HASTEN LEST THE 
WRETCHED THIEVES 
SHOULD GO FAR 
S AHEAD. 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 


"■ * ■ FORCED THEM TO GIVE UP THE BOOTY. 




5IVE me leave 
TO FULFIL THE 
VOW. 


I HAVE BROKEN THE 
RULE BV BEHOLDING YOU 
WITH DRAW PA PI. I SHALL 
THEREFORE <SO INTO THE 

forest as agreed y 

^ AMONG US, 


AND THEN PtPJUNA Efl/D TO 
yUDHf-SH TH1RA : j- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



* STUNG By GPJEF j yuPH/SHTHIPA SAID /NAN 
UNGTEAPy VO/CE: 
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THE PANDAVAS RECALLED TO HASTINAPURA 



'ANO ARJUNA PROCEEDED TO THE FOREST ACCOMPANIED BY 
BRAHMAN AS MHO HAD MASTERED THE VEDAS, MUSICIANS, ASCETICS 
AND BARDS SINQINO OF ANC!EN' r TRIES, n--m-—r- 


‘U/’ort 


THEY JOURNEYEP ON ACROSS Ur 
THE LAKES ANP INTO THE 
FORESTS TILL THEY REACHEP U- 
THE SOURCE OF THE GANGA.ANP K 
THERE, O MONARCH, THE MIGHTY in 
HERO DECIDED TO PWSLL. _ . , 

.r,- - -/iWrf* 7 


THUS ENDS THE THIRTEENTH SESSION 
OF OUR RENDERING OF VAISHAMRAYANA '$ 
RECITAL OF WASH'S IMMORTAL 
tTINASA THE MAHABHARATA. 


7 \ 


ARJUNfi RBPLiBP • 


I HAVE 
HEARD YOU 


SAY THAT DHARMA 
IS NOT TO BE 
OBSERVED WITH 
PREVARICATION. 

I CANNOT WAVER 
FROM TRUTH . I SAY 
THIS UN PER THE OATH 
,0F MY WEAPONS. A 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 






"om F PAY IN PREPARATION FOR THE 
SACRIFICIAL RITUAL, ARJUNA BRTHEP 
IN THE GANG A. 
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ARJUNA'S 12-YEAR EXILE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



ANp AGN/ WAS PLEASED BY HIS DEYOT/ON THBN BEHOLDING ULOOPi 


0 PRINCE, WHEN I 
SAW VOU, I CAME 
UN PER THE SPELL 
OF KAMADEVA, 

I AM STILL UNWEP 
B , GIVE TOURS ELF 
P, UP TO ME. / 


(JLOOPi SAID 


I KNOW OF YOUR \ 
BROTHER'S COMMANP \ 
ANP OF YOUR EXILE. 1 
BUT THE ORDER OF EXILE 
HAS REFERENCE TO 
PRAURAPI ANP THERE- ; 
FORE HERE THERE IS A 
. NO MORAL LAPSE g*i d 
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ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 




I COME TO YOU. \ 

ACCEPT ME. THE WISE 
APPROVE OF THIS. IF YOU 
DO NOT, BE CERTAIN 
. THAT I WILL BE 
DEAD. 


thus addressed by 

ULOOPl., ARJUNA IN ALL 
PROPRIETY FULFILLED 
HER WISH AND STAYED IN 
THE MANSION THAT PAY 

AMO N!«UT 





'■ • - AND ULOOPl CONFERRED A BOON ON HIM 

SAN NO: --- 

DENIZENS OF THE WATER WILL 

Ja always obey you.you will be 

Mi, 0 INVINCIBLE IN WATER. / 


" THEN, LED BY HER, HE RETURNED TO 
THE BANKS OF THE GANG A ■ • • mr— 




w THEN, TAK/NG HER LEAVE OF HIM, 
ULOOPl RETURNED TO HER OWN ABODE. 


"AND ARJUNA TURNING TO TNE BRAHMAN AS 
INFORMED THEM OF ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




THEN DESCENDING FROM 
THOSE HEIGHTS, HE 
JOURNEYED TOWARDS THE | 
EAST TO BEHOLD THE 
REGIONS THAT LAY IN 
THAT DIRECTION, 


HE VISITED ALL THE SACRED 
SPOTS OF ANGA, VANQA AND 
KAUNGA. THE 8RAHMANAS 
ACCOMPANYING HIM, 

BADE HIM FAREWELL AND 
ARJUNA CAME TO THE 
MAHENPRA MOUNTAINS... 



■ • ■ AND THEN INS NT TO MAN/AURA, WALKING) 
LEISURELY ALONG THE SEASHORE. n - ■■ i. n 
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ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 




GIVE AWAY 
YOUR DAUGHTER 
TO ME ,0 KMG. I AM 
A NOBLE 

KSHATRIYA. / 


AMP HE GRID TO WE Ri/LER: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



«ANP ME SPENT TME NEXT TMREE YEARS IN/TH CMItRANGAPA 
/M THAT CITY, AND AFTER A SON WAS BORN TO HER ME SET 
OUT ON M/S WANDERINGS AGAIN, \ - n ——-■ - 


OARJUNA, I HAVE ^ 
ONLY THIS MAI PEN TO 
PERPETUATE MY LINE. 

I LOOK UPON HER AS MY SON 
THEREFORE THE SON 
BEGOTTEN OF YOU ON HER 
SHALL BE THE PROGENY OF 
MY LINE. 


THE M/NG REPLIED 


THAT SON 
SHALL BE THE 
BRIDE-PRICE YOU 
PAY. ON THIS 
CONDITION, 0 
PANPAVA,YOU 
MAY WED HER. 


" ARJUNA ACCEPTED SAYING: 
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ARJUNA'S 12-YEAR EXILE 



" HE WENT TOWfiRpS THE SOUTHERN SERB TO THE 
REGIONS RPORNEP 3Y THE R/SH/S UWNG THERE . 






P/VE SACRED SPOTS WERE HOWEVER SHUNNED 
BV ALL OF THEM. ARJUA/A THEN ASHED ONE OF THE R/SH/S 


WHV ARE 

THESE FIVE SACRED 
SPOTS SHUNNED 
BY THE ENLIGHTENED 
h. ONES ? 


THE'/ REPLIED 


Y EACH OF THESE 
WATER- SPOTS HAS- 
A CROCODILE WHICH 
DRAGS DOWN THE 
RISHIS WHO ENTER. IT. 
THEREFORE ARE THEy 
V SHUNNED. 


" THEM ARJUNA J THOUGH DISSUADED 8/ THEM 
WENT UP TO THE WATER •. . pc:- 


i Al 



1«jL 

U l 


413 




























































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





BUT O MONARCH, WHEN /T TOUCHED THE CANO >T 
TURNED iNTO A PRETTY BEJEWELLED WOMAN,,. 
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ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 



AND, AMAZED, ARJUNA ASHED HER 


' ( AM AN 

APSARAS. MV FOUR 
COMPANIONS AND I 
WERE CURSED BY A 
BRIGHT BRAHMANA 
WHEN WE TRIED IN 
VAIN TO DIVERT HIM 
FROM HIS STEADFAST 
V MEDITATION . y 


WHO ARE YOU 
0 PRETTY 
WOMAN ? 




AT THE END OF THAT PERIOD A 
GREAT MAN W/LL LIFT YOU 
UP FROM THE WATER AND 
THEN YOU WILL REGAIN 
\ YOUR EARL/ER FORMS. / 


YOU SHALL BE 
TURNED INTO 
CROCODILES AND 
LIVE THUS FOR THE 
NEXT ONE HUNDRED 
YEARS. y/ 


YOU HAVE BEEN MY 
DELIVERANCE. MY FOUR 
COMPANIONS ARE STJLL 
IN THOSE OTHER WATER 
SPOTS. LIBERATE 
V. THEM ALSO. y 


ARJUNA.O MONARCH, 
DELIVERED ALL OF THEM 
FROM THEIR CURSE AND 
LET THEM GO WHEREVER 
THEY CHOSE. THEN,INTENT 
ON MEETING CHITRANGAPA* 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


■■■HE PROCEEDED 70 MAN! PURR 
BEHELp BABHRU VAN AN A, THE i 

Begotten in/th ch/trangada 



• WHOM HE CEREMON/AILY ARESEHTEP TO THE 

Hwa spy wo: 



TOR/NC, IEAVE OF 
CH/TRAHGADA. a MONARCH, 
ARJUHP , PROCEEDED 
TOWARDS GOHARNA. THEN 
W6/7/M 3, ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER, THE SACRED 
SPOTS OH THE SHORES 
OF THE WESTERN OCEAN, 
HE REACHED 
PRABHPSA, 



KEV TO ABJUMA S JOURNEY 

journey completed: 


Jnurnev to be un^n«ken' 



Outline of the map reproduced from the Survey of India Map No. 2498 HD r 70-1000-500 72-1500' .74 
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ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 



u KRISHNA HEARD OR MS ARRIVAL AND 
WENT TO GREET MS FRJEND. , - 


f AND AFTER ARJUNA NARRATED IN DETAIL THE 
EVENTS OF MS TRAVEL • • • _— M ,—,- 


■■■THE! SET OUT IN A GOLDEN 
CHARIOT FOR PiNARAHA> THE CAPITAL 
OF THE YADAVAS. 


AND t O JANAM6JAYA, THE CITY OF DWARARA, INITH 
ITS HOUSES AND GARDENS, WAS GAILY DECORATED IN 
HONOUR OF ARJUNA‘S VISIT. AND THE C/TIZEHS OF 
PIVARAHA THRONGED THE ROYAL PATH TO SEE THE 
SON OF RUNT/. ARJUNA WHO WAS RECEIVED BY 
— -=r—1 THE YADAVAS. -———- 




gii 

r/®OfSW[r ■ Mlufl 

|\f| lu^L 

x-rp— 

KVW\^| 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




lA -l I 

MUSICIANS, SINGERS ANP 
DANCERS PERFORMED THERE. 
THE CITIZENS SOME ON FOOT, 
SOME IN CARRIAGES, WITH 
THEIR WIVES AND THEIR 
ATTENDANTS WERE THERE 


■r- 


" ANP INN /if RR/SHNA ANP ARJUNA 
ST ROLLS p TOGETHER. AMONG THE 
WONDROUS SIGHTS THERE • ■ • 


■ THEY SAIN SUBHAPRA J THE PAUGHTER OF 
VASUOEVA, AMIDST HER FRIENDS. ANP ARJUNA 
IN AS SMITTEN BY RAMAPEVA. , - 


w • ■ • ARRIVED AT THE PALACE OF RR/SHNA 
WHICH WAS ENCRUSTED WITH GEMS. 


AND HE STAVED THERE W/TM 
KRISHNA FOR MANV DA VS. NOW 
WAS HELD THE FESTIVAL OF 
THE VADAVAS ON THE PAIVATAKA 
MOUNTAIN ADORNED WITH 
BEJEWELLED dwellings 
AMONG ABUNDANT TREES. 
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ARJUNA'S 12-YEAR EXILE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



WATTERS OF 
’ MARRIAGE, ABDUCTION 
ey A BOLD KSHATRIYA IS 
ALSO APPROVED BY THE 
LEARNED. >. 


WATTERS OF 
K MARRIAGE, ABDUCTION 
BY A BOLD KSHATRI YA IS 
ALSO APPROVED BY THE 
LEARNED. > 


" SET OUT ; AS IF FORA HUNT, !N HRISHNA '$ GOLDEN CHARIOT 
WHICH WAS FULL WITH EVERY WEAPON AND EQUIPPED 
WITH THE STEEPS, SHA/B/A AND QUGREEVA, AND WHICH 
RUMBLED LIRE THUNDER WHILE ON ITS COURSE. 


THEN KRISHNA AND ARJlJNA 
DECIDED WHAT WAS TO BE 
DONE AND SENT FAST 
MESSENGERS TO YUDHISHTHIRA 
AND YUDHISHTHIRA GAVE HIS 
CONSENT. 


WHEN IT TRANSPIRED THAT 
SUBHADRA HAD GONE TO RAIVA- 
TAKA, ARJUNA GUIDED BY 
KRISHNA DECIDED ON THE NEXT 
COURSE OF ACTION. 


THEREFORE,ARJUNA, 
CARRY AWAY MY SISTER 
BY FORCE. WHO KNOWS 
WHAT HER CHOICE WILL 
BE AT A 
S WAYAM VARA 
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ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 


“MEANWHILE, SUBHPDRP, HAVING WORSHIPPED THE RPIVPTPRA 
MOUNTAIN PND THE DEITIES THERE, WPS RETURNING TO DWPRAHP . 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



• • • RUN TOWARDS 
SHOUTING, 


DWARAKA. SHRISKING AND 


* THSYREACHGP THE YADAVA COURT AND 
INFORMED THEIR CHIEF OF APJUNA'S BOLD¬ 
NESS. HS LISTENED TO THEIR TALE ... 
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ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 


• THE VAUANT MEN OF THE CLAN, 
LEFT THEIR MEALS HALF-EATEN, THEIR 
PRINKS (JNF/N/SHEP • • • 



THOSE l/ALIANT ADEN TOOK THEIR SEATS ON 
G/LDED THRONES COUEREP IN/TH R/CH CARPETS 
ANP PECREP WITH PRECIOUS OEMS 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


"ANP THE VALIANT /APAM MEN, THEIR EYES REP FROM PRINKING 
ININE SPRANG OP FROM THEIR SEATS RA6/NG AGAINST 
ARJUNA : 



THERE tVAS A VERITABLE TUMULT AS 7HEY BROUGHT THEIR 
CHARIOTS, ANP SOME, IMPATIENT, YOKEP THEIR HORSES THEMSELVES 
TO THEIR CHAR/OT&. THEN BA L ARAM A, CLAP IN BLUE ROBES ANP 
APORNEP WITH GARLANPS OF FLOWERS, INTOXICATED ANP YET ERECT 
L/RE THE GREAT HA NAS A, SAID: 
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ARJUNA'S 12-YEAR EXILE 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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ARJUNA'S 12-YEAR EXILE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



|ggpw^ 


ARJUNA KNOWS WE ARE NOT MERCENARY. 
HE KNOWS ALSO THE UNCERTAINTIES OF 
A SWA YAM VAR A. I THINK HE HAS CONSIDERED 
ALL THESE QUESTIONS BEFORE HE TOOK 
y AWAY THE MAIDEN BY FORCE,WHICH / 
V IS IN KEEPING WITH PROPRIETY. 


r AND I DO NOT SEE 
ANYONE IN ALL THE 
WORLDS SAVE SHIVA 
WHO CAN CONQUER 
L. ARJUNA. 
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ARJUNA'S 12-YEAR EXILE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




GO BACK 
TO WHERE 
SUBHADRA 
IS. 


■WEA/T 70 PPAUPHP! WHO MJEALOUSY 
SAID TO MM: 


CHERISHED BV THE YADAVAS,|I 
ARJUNA SPENT A YEAR IN 
0WARAKA ANP THEN, IN 
THE LAST YEAR OF HIS 
EXILE, HE STAYED IN THE 
SACREP SPOT OF PUSH KARAT 


* NEAR MODERN AJMER 
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ARJUNA'S 12-YEAR EXILE 



r A SECOND KNOT IS BOUND 
TO LOOSEN THE FIRST ONE, HOW 
SOEVER CLOSE IT MIGHT HAVE 
t BEEN. j 


ANP DRAUPAPI WAILED 
V MUCH IN THIS MANNER,WHILE 
< ARJuNA CONSOLED HER AND 
| SOUGHT PARDON 
1 REPEATEDLY. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



SHE FIRST PAIP OBEISANCE TO 
RUNT! - • 


• • * WHO BROUGHT DOWN HER FACE TO SUBHADRA ‘6 
HEAP /N PEEP AFFECTION. 



432 


































































































































































ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 



LET YOUR 
HUSBAND BE 
WITHOUT A 
RIVAL. 


" THEN THAT GIRL TURNED TO 
DRAUPAP! • • • 


DRAUPAP! EMBRACED THE SISTER 
OF KRISHNA LOUtNGLi AND SAID: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



« WHEN KRISHNA HEARD THAT ARJUNA HAD REACHED tNDRAPRASTHA. 
HE WENT THERE WITH BALARAMA AND OTHER YADAVA NOBLEMEN. 
HE ALSO BROUGHT WEDDING GIFTS IN PLENTY. YUDHISHTHIRA , WHEN 
HE HEARD OF KRISHNA'S VISIT. SENT THE TWINS OUT TO RECEIVE HIM 
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ARJUNA’S 12-YEAR EXILE 


' THE MU ANT MEN OF THE KURU ANO /FOAM FACES PASSES 
MANY PAYS TOGETHER IN PLEASURABLE PURSUITS. 



'THEN TN£ YAOAYAS, LEO 8Y SAL ARAM A. 
RETURNEO 70 TAB CITY OF DWARAKA 

carrying mm them the pazzuno, 

PRECIOUS JEWELS PRESENTED TO THEM BY 
THE GREAT KURUS. 


"KRISHNA REMAINED IN INDRAPRASTKA WITH 
ARJUNA ANP ROAMED TNE BANKS OP THE 
YAMUNA HUNTING PEER AND WILD BOAR. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



K /N DUE COURSE ., SU8HAPRA GAl/E BIRTH TO A 
SON OF LONG ARMS. BROAD CHEST AND 
WIDE Eyes. 



" KRISHNA ARRANGED TO HAVE ALL THE 
RITUALS DONE AS SOON AS THE CHILD, WHO 
CAME TO BE CALLED ABHtMANVU, WAS BORN. 



' A8HMANYU, WHO WAS EQUAL 70 KRISHNA IN COURAGE, 
STRENGTH AND FORM, FROM HIS EARLIEST YEARS BECAME 
THE FAVOURITE OF HIS FATHER AND UNCLES AND KRISHNA 


fs& 




DRAUPADI TOO OBTAIN BP FIVE T" 
SONS By HER FIVE HUS8ANPS. 

THEY WERE PPATIVINDHYAjSUTASOMA t — 
shrutakarman, shatanika,and 
SHRUTASENA. 


THEIR Rl TGS PROPER TO 
INFANCY, CWIPHOOP, ANP 
ADOLESCENCE WERE PONE . 
BY DHOUMYA ASORPAINEP 


ANP THE PANPAVAS WERE 
SUPREMELY HAPPY WITH 
THEIR SONS OF BROAD 
CHESTS AND CELESTIAL 


THUS ENDS THE FOURTEENTH SESSION OF OUR 
RENDERING OF VA/SHAMPAyANA ‘S RECITAL OF 
WAS AS IMMORTAL /T/HASA ' THE MAHABHARATA. 
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